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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even If timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 14 January 2004 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-finaL 
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Art Unit: 3661 

DETAILED ACTION 
Notice to Applicant(s) 

1. This application has been examined. Claims 1-7 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-2, are rejected under 35 U.S.C.103(a) as being unpatentable over Boggiatto 
(5,737,136) in view of Chen (6,406,154). 

As per claim 1, Boggiatto discloses a method for automatically scanning s side view 
mirror of a vehicle, comprising: switching an indicator switch and sending a control signal via a 
tuming-signal processing unit to determine which side view mirror to scan, wherein the indicator 
switch electrically connects the tuning-signal processing unit, and the control signal and the side 
view mirror are determined by a switching direction due to the indicator switch (see at least 
columns 3-4, lines 65-65), transmitting the control signal to the side view mirror by the tuming- 
signal processing unit (see at least the abstract; and columns 1-2, lines 35-23), and driving the 
side view minor to scan automatically in real time (see at least column 3, lines 5-25). Boggiatto 
does not explicitly disclose maintaining an original state of each of two side view mirrors while 
driving. However, Chen disclose maintaining an original state of each of two side view mirrors 
while driving, and delivering a recovery signal to the side view mirror, wherein the side view 
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mirror returns to the original state thereof simultaneously (see at least column 4, lines 52-63). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the teach of Boggiatto by combining maintaining an original state of each of two side 
view mirrors while driving, and delivering a recovery signal to the side view mirror, wherein the 
side view mirror retums to the original state thereof simultaneously to provide a safety viewing 
of the vehicle in the straight driving direction. 

Also, as per claim 2, Chen discloses providing a steering wheel and a front tire thereof 
back with a predetermined angle to switch on the recovery signal (see at least columns 2-3, lines 
64-49; and column 4, lines 8-30). 

4. Claim 3, is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tate (4,679,158). 

As per claim 3, Tate discloses a method for automatically scanning a side view mirror of 
a vehicle, comprising: tuming on a real-time scanning switch to be ready for providing automatic 
scanning, and tuming off the real-time scanning switch to deliver a recovery signal to the side 
view mirror, wherein the side view mirror retums to the original state thereof simultaneously, 
(see at least column 10, lines 28-47; and column 11, lines 15-32), handling a steering wheel and 
sending a control signal via a steering-wheel processing unit to determine which side view mirror 
to scan, wherein the control signal and the side view mirror are determined by a handling 
direction of the steering wheel (see at least columns 3-4, lines 31-19; and colimms 9-10, lines 36- 
27), transmitting the control signal to the side view mirror by the steering-wheel processing unit 
(see at least columns 8-9, lines 67-36; and column 11, lines 6-14); and driving the side view 
mirror to scan automatically in real time (see at least columns 12-13, lines 34-24). Tate does not 
explicitly disclose maintaining an original state of each of two side view mirrors while driving. 
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However, Tate teachs an initial straight ahead orientation (column 10, lines 6-7), initially the 
mirror is positioned to sight along edge 152 of the trailer (figure 13, and colunm 10, lines 20-21). 
Therefore, Tate does implies that while driving straight the original state of each of two side 
view mirrors has been maintain positioned to sight along edge of the trailer. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to implement the 
functions discloses in Tate by maintaining an original state of each of two side view mirrors 
while driving to provide a safety viewing position of the side mirror while driving straight. 
5. Claims 4-7, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Boggiatto 
(5,737,136) in view of Tate (4,679,158). 

As per claim 4, Boggiatto discloses a system for automatically scanning a side view 
mirror of a vehicle, comprising: at least two side view mirrors disposed respectively on two 
lateral sides of a vehicle; at least two driving units respectively electrically connecting the two 
side view mirrors (see at least columns 3-4, lines 65-34); an operation unit electrically 
connecting the two driving units, wherein the operation unit includes a turning-signal processing 
unit (see at least colunms 1-2, lines 55-22), and whereby the system determines which side view 
mirror to scan automatically by the turning-signal processing unit and send as control signal to 
each of the driving units of the side view mirror (see at least column 3, lines 5-25; and column 4, 
lines 35-65). Boggiatto does not disclose the operation unit includes a steering-wheel processing 
unit. However, Tate discloses an operation unit electrically connecting the two driving units, 
wherein the operation imit includes a steering-wheel processing unit (see at least columns 3-4, 
lines 31-19), and whereby the system determines which side view mirror to scan automatically 
by the steering wheel processing unit and send as control signal to each of the driving units of the 
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side view mirror (see at least columns 8-10, lines 67-2). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention to modify the teach of Boggiatto by combining 
the operation unit includes a steering-wheel processing unit to automatically adjust the side view 
mirror while the vehicle is turning to view all the surrounding area around the vehicle to provide 
safety for vehicle. 

Also, as per claims 5-6, Tate discloses an indicator switch electrically connecting the 
turning-signal processing unit, whereby each of the two side view mirrors is determined to be 
driven according to a switching direction of the indicator switch, and a real-time scanning switch 
electrically connecting the two driving units and the steering-wheel processing unit, whereby 
each of the two side view mirrors is determined to be driven according to a handling direction of 
a steering wheel, wherein the steering wheel connects the steering-wheel processing unit (see at 
least column 10, lines 28-47). 

As per claim 7, Tate discloses a bracket protecting each of the two side view mirrors and 
a motor driving the bracket to rotate, wherein the motor electrically connects the operation unit, 
the bracket is driven by the motor thereof and the side view mirrors are respectively driven by 
the driving units, and the bracket and each of the two side view mirrors are independently driven 
from each other and are capable of wide-scanning in a cooperative manner for diminishing a 
blind spot while driving (see at least columns 5-6, lines 20-12). 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: 

. McKee et al. (3,640,608) 
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. Pignatelli (3,799,658) 
.Ahn (6,1 16,742) 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dalena Tran whose telephone number is 703-308-8223. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30 AM-5:30 PM), off every other Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Black can be reached on 703-305-8233. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business CenterXEBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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